What is Love?

Small Group Wk #4

Warm up:
Talk about someone in your life you’ve been envious of and why? 

Dig In:
After 2 positive descriptors of love (patient and kind), Paul starts describing what love is NOT; love is not jealous. It does not brag. On one hand, jealousy wants what someone else has. On the other hand, bragging seeks to make someone feel jealous for what they do not have. Jealousy wants to tear others down. Bragging wants to build itself up.

We see envy/jealousy as a harmless sin, but the Bible does not. What does the following verse tell us about jealousy or what did it provoke?
Prov 27:4 – 

1 Kings 3:16-27 – 

James 3:14-16 – 
Read Phil 1:15-18. How does the Apostle Paul deal with a potentially jealous situation? 

Read Exod 20:4-6. How is God’s jealousy different from much of our jealousy? 

Boasting & Arrogance:

Without naming names, talk about a boastful person you know and what do they boast about? 

Where/how do we see boasting in the Corinthian Church? 
1 Cor. 1:10-13

1 Cor. 5:1-6

1 Cor. 14:20-26

What are we called to boast in? 

1 Cor. 1:29

2 Cor. 12:9
Here’s John Piper’s description of Pride? 

· It is boasting in self and not the Lord.

· It is taking credit ourselves for what God alone can do.

· It is the disinclination to admit that we are mere earthen vessels so that another gets the glory.

· It is the unwillingness to admit weaknesses that may accent the power of Christ.

Application:

What can you do this week to boast in the Lord? 
