Dealing with Difficult People

Small Group Wk. 3
Warm up:
Talk about an experience you’ve had with a difficult person in your life. And please don’t name your spouse. ( 

Dig In:
Read Matt 5:38-42

How do we commonly understand the law “eye for eye; tooth for tooth”?

Read Exodus 21:22-25

Jesus cites a law that was given to Israel regarding personal injury law. What was originally meant by the law? 

Read Matt 5:39

This is one of the most commonly misinterpreted verses. Is a person/nation not allowed to defend themselves? Why or why not? (HINT: it’s got something to do with someone being struck on the right cheek) 

Read Matt 5:39-42

In one sentence, summarize how Jesus wants us to respond to insult.

How do you distinguish between forgiving, forgetting & excusing?

What kind of side effects do we experience when we hang onto resentment and withhold forgiveness?

Application: (Leader-break people up in 2 groups: guys & gals)

“We always treat our guests as if they are angels – just to be on the safe side.” Share what you can do to apply this principle to a difficult person in your life. 
