What is Love?
Small Group Wk #3
Warm up:
Think of a person who is loving. In what specific way does he or she demonstrate love to others? 
Dig In:
Jesus predicted that in the last days, because of the increase in wickedness, the love of most will grow cold (Matt 24:12). Today, an increase in this “cold love” can be found in both the church and the world. Yet the Bible teaches that God is love (1 Jn 4:16) and that Christians are to be known by their love for one another (John 13:34-35). 

Read 1 Cor. 13:1-8 What gifts of the Spirit does Paul mention in vv. 1-3?

Powerful as these gifts may be, why are they worthless without love? 
Describe a time when you’ve exercised your gifts or participated in ministry without a heart of love? 

The world understands a conditional love with strings attached, such as: “I love you if you live up to my expectations,” “I love you if you make me fel good.” In vv.4-7, Paul gives God’s definition of love. What are the 7 characteristics that love is not?

What are the 8 characteristics of what love is? 

Which one are you most in need of cultivating? Why? 

Application:

What act of kindness will you do for a family member, coworker and for the community?
