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We are reminded of the need for pain in the following illustration…
“I happened to witness the first efforts of a butterfly as it began its escape from the cocoon that imprisoned it. During the entire afternoon, I watched it patiently striving and struggling to get out. It never seemed able to get beyond a certain point, and at last my patience was exhausted. I thought I was wiser and more compassionate than its Maker, and I resolved to give it a helping hand. With the point of my scissors I snipped the confining threads to make the exit just a little easier and immediately, and with perfect ease, out crawled the butterfly. What I did not realize was, the pressure to which the butterfly’s body is subjected in passing through such a narrow opening is a provision of nature for forcing the juices into the vessels of the wings. Without this process, the butterfly does not take flight.”  Streams in the Desert
1) What other instances can you think of where pain is necessary for positive results?
2) How do you explain why bad things happen to good people?

Read James 1:2-4

3) Why does God allow people to go through trials and difficulties?

4) How does a person’s relationship with God change as a result of going through trials?

5) What good has ever come out of a difficult situation in your life?

Isaiah 41:10 reminds us… Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand
