Happy in Hardship

Small Group Wk. 16

Warm up:
Recite Matthew 5:7-9 from memory.

Dig In:
Read all the beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12.  Which one have you found most convicting or challenging?

Read 2 Timothy 3:12.  Describe a time when you have been persecuted for your faith and/or for doing the right thing.  How did you react?

Read Matt. 5:11-12.  How is it possible to have joy in hardship?  What prevents us from having that joy?

Read Hebrews 11:26  How is Moses an example of someone who looked forward to his heavenly reward?  

What earthly treasures keep you from looking heavenward?

Read about some of the persecution of the saints and prophets of old described in Hebrews 11:36-38.

John MacArthur says, “When we suffer for Christ’s sake, we are in the best possible company…because we are experiencing the same reaction from the world that the prophets experienced.  To be persecuted verifies that we belong to the line of the righteous.”

Application:

Memorize Matthew 5:10-12
